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and the inhabitants deserted the city on Na- j
poleon's approach, taking with them the fire !
engines, and leaving in the houses quantities
of combustible material.   The fire, starting
simultaneously in several parts of the city, j
raged for seven days, with little opposition j
from the disorganized French troops.              |

During the ipth century, many of the larger I
cities of America were partially destroyed by
fire.   The business section of New York was
practically wiped out in 1835, with a loss of !
$15,000,000, by a fire starting in a narrow, i
gale-swept street.                                          !

The great Chicago fire of 1871 is said to
have started from the upsetting of a kerosene
lamp. Drought and a high wind furnished
favorable conditions, which, with the burning
of the water-works, caused the flames to sweep
over 2,124 acres. About 200 lives were lost,
and nearly 100,000 people were rendered home-
less.

A year later, a fire of unknown origin, start-
ing in a wholesale drygoods house, found Bos-
ton with an insufficient water supply and
horses disabled by distemper. Sixty-five acres
were burned, with a loss of about a dozen lives
and $75,000,000.

The Hoboken pier and steamer fire of 1900
cost 215 lives and $4,627,000. The burning of
the steamer General Slocum in the East River
in 1904 was one of the costliest in human lives
recorded, the number of victims being 1,020.

The fire that succeeded the San Francisco
earthquake in 1906 started simultaneously in
several places, perhaps from crossed electric
wires. The water mains had not withstood
the earthquake shock, a gale arose, and only
a little over 2 per cent, of the buildings were
fireproof. The result was the laying waste of
four square miles, and the loss of about 200
lives and $350,000,000 worth of property.

In Marcli, 1911, the loss of 145 lives in the
factory of the Triangle Waist Company, N. Y.
City, was caused by locked exits, insufficient
fire escapes, etc. This disaster led to the
formation of a Fire Protection Bureau in
that city. Three days later, a $5,000,000 fire
in the N. Y. State Capitol in Albany wrecked
the Assembly Hall and the greater part of
the State Library.

Nov. 28, 1942 the Cocoanut Grove night
club fire, Boston, caused a loss of 488 lives.
Combustible decorations, inadequate exit facil-
ities, and panic combined to cause the tragedy

Fire losses in the United States for the year
1942 are estimated at $314,849,000, a decrease
of 7,508,000 from the 1941 loss.
Fire Eater, a name applied, before the U

S. Civil War, to those Southerners who were
especially radical in their opposition to the
North. '
Fire Extinguishers, apparatus by means
of which ore may be extinguished, usually
through spraying of liquids or water charged
with a gas which is incapable of supporting
combustion.  An extinguisher of this type was
successfully used in London in 1816, and a
patent for a similar apparatus was applied for
n the United States in 1837.   These extin-
;uishers are metal cylinders, partly filled with
a solution of soluble carbonate, usually bicar-
bonate of soda.  In the upper part of the cyl-
inder is a glass receptacle which contains sul-
phuric acid and is closed with a loosely fitting
stopper.   When the apparatus is to be used,
the cylinder is inverted and the acid mingles
with the carbonate solution.   Carbon dioxide
is generated through decomposition in a suffi-
cient quantity to saturate the liquid and pro-
duce internal pressure, which forces the car-
bonated liquid through a flexible nozzle. 'Hand
grenades' contain, as a rule, a strong solution
of salts, such as magnesium chloride, and owe
their effectiveness probably as much to their
applicability at the very first stages of a con-
flagration as to the specific action of the sepa-
rated salt.  Liquid fire-extinguishers are quite
ineffective in the case of burning oil, as the
oil floats on the surface of the liquid. Burning
oil and draperies are best smothered with
earth, sand, wet or dry rugs.
Firefly.   See Glow-worm.
Fire Insurance.   See Insurance.
Fire Island, or Great South Beach, a flat
sandbar, 45 m. long, off the s. shore of the
middle of Long Island, separating Great South
Bay from the Atlantic Ocean. The lighthouse
near the w. end is one of the two points of
the coast first sighted by incoming steamers.
It has a light of the first order, 167 ft. above
mean high water.
Fireproof Building Construction in its
present-day form is a modem development,
being a result of the progress of steel-framed
brick or concrete floor construction, or broadly
of steel-frame building construction. The rein-
forced-concrete building furnishes a type of
fireproof structure in which steel beams are
not necessary, but this is a product of the
last decade, and in a sense is itself a develop-
ment from steel construction. Fireproof floors
of to-day are either terra-cotta, brick, or
concrete.
Where reinforced concrete enters into the
structure of a fireproof building, it is necessary
that the reinforcing metal be covered every-